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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
I hope this newsletter nds everyone in good health and spirits as we wrap up our 5th week of
remote leaning (not including spring break). Governor Murphy has not given any further
directive of either opening or closing schools past May 15. As information becomes available,
I will share it with our community.
Our Board of Education Meeting will be virtually held on April 27th at 6:00 p.m. Information on
how to access the meeting will be posted on the front page of our school website at
www.stillwaterschool.net.
Thank you for your continued support and have a wonderful weekend!
Sincerely,
William Kochis

SECOND GRADE NEWS:
Exciting news!! Second graders were in the NJ Herald this week! The students completed a
fun writing assignment. Second graders were asked to think about a Stillwater community
hero then write a thank-you letter to that hero. The students have been working on a unit of
opinion writing in Writer’s Workshop. All second graders chose heroes from their own
community, such as re ghters, doctors, nurses, police o cers, and store owners. Each
student wrote a thank-you letter to the heroes that they wanted to honor. We learned that
some of these brave heroes are neighbors and family members. Thank you to all of our
community heroes and to our second grades for their hard work!

Stillwater students salute comm…

www.njherald.com

STILLWATER — Under normal circumstances, second-grade
students at Stillwater Township Elementary School would
be in the middle of a unit on creating persuasive letters
designed to strengthen their writing skills.But after several
weeks and counting of remote learning due to the novel
coronavirus pandemic, teachers decided to modify the
curriculum as a way to get the students to appreciate the
various efforts to keep the community safe.“We wanted to
make it a little more worth their

SIXTH GRADE NEWS:
The sixth grade class would like to thank everyone who participated in the Little Caesar's
Fundraiser. It was a successful fundraiser because of you!
We would like to recognize the top seller at Stillwater School, Kaeden Cineus!!! Thank you to
Kaeden and his family for their hard work! Kaeden has earned a pizza party for his class once
we are back in school!

MUSIC NEWS:
I’d like to start off with saying that I hope everyone is healthy and safe! It has been di cult
staying away from school for so long, but as long as everyone is happy and doing well, that’s
what’s most important. Over the last few weeks, I have been planning online lessons with the
intent of giving students an opportunity to explore different areas of music. While being in a
classroom to sing and play instruments is what you’d usually nd at our school, I thought it
may be interesting for students to use their creativity while engaging in music education.
While older students are learning about composers and pieces of music and styles, they are
also being challenged with listing where they have heard these famous compositions and
trying out their own beatboxing skills. Younger students are creating their own instruments
online, listening to differences in sound. Some lessons have been games to strengthen
listening skills such as rhythm, pitch and musical mood while others focus on movement and
beat. Although learning from home and online may come as a challenge in several ways, I
hope that you are able to nd the fun in expressing your creativity and enjoying the music
lessons I have been planning for you!

PE NEWS:
Spring into Fitness - Students have been doing a great job and are learning to be healthy and
staying physically t while at home. We are very proud of you and keep up the great work.
Hopefully our weather will begin to get nicer and now is the perfect time to get outside and be
t. You should be trying to get in about 60 minutes of physical tness a day. Here are some
activities that you can do outside: go for a family walk, take a bike ride, have a scavenger hunt,
play an outdoor game, go for a run, and play sports. Also remember to drink plenty of water

and try and eat healthy foods such as fruits and vegetables at every meal. We miss you all and
we hope you continue to stay safe and healthy!
Miss Radimer and Mr. Reed

MAKERSPACE NEWS:
Makerspace @ Home!
Students in grades K-6 have successfully navigated Makerspace @ Home! I’m so proud of the
Engineering design work taking place - the many coders who have accepted the Kodable
challenges, the Mystery Scientists, the tower builders, the rocket launchers, the Lego
construction workers, the gardeners and the slime creators!
Each week, a variety of activities and lessons are posted to each class’s Makerspace Google
Classroom page. Students are provided with many different challenges that will give
opportunities for enrichment with STEAM while learning at home. Here are just a few of the
photos that have been shared, highlighting the fantastic brain work going on at home! Please
continue to share what you are working on, either through email or Google Classroom!

*A special thank you to the Moms, Dads, Grandparents and all family members who have
supported our Engineers, Designers, and Thinkers during this unprecedented time ~ I
appreciate your help and support! Mrs. Makarevich
Happy Earth Day - April 22, 2020
As spring begins, it’s time to spend some time out in our gardens and yards! This is the
perfect time to help celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day! All classes have links to
Earth Day activities in their Google Classroom this week, but here are a few other special
lessons from the NJ Agricultural Society’s Learning Through Gardening Program. Check them
out and remember to share what you are doing at home!
The Earth As An Apple activity shows children how little land there is on Earth for food
production and why it is necessary to protect that land. The children carve up an apple that
symbolizes the Earth to show how much is covered by oceans and how little land is available
to grow food.
The All the Water in the World activity does the same with water. It shows children that
although three-quarters of the Earth is covered by water, a very small amount is fresh water
that can be used by people, plants, and animals.
You can nd the activities at this link: Learning Through Gardening At Home.

SCHOOL GARDEN UPDATE:
This week I visited our School Garden and was so excited to see what is happening there! The
Pollinator Garden is off to a great start, the perennial owering plants are all growing nicely
and will be blooming in the next month or so. Near the fence in the back, I planted varieties of
sun owers and other owers to encourage more pollinators to visit our garden. The other
work completed was a full clean out and raking of the raised beds and then I planted all kinds
of seeds to get our spring and summer garden vegetables growing! I am hoping that our
School Garden will be lled with lettuce, cucumbers, tomatoes, squash, beans, carrots and
strawberries to share with Stillwater families throughout the summer months! The strawberry
patch looks great and the new garlic bed is thriving. Here are some pictures - stay tuned for
the next update!

Please share your Gardening at Home stories and photos with me!
Mrs. Makarevich

YEARBOOK NEWS:
Get your pictures in the yearbook! The Yearbook Staff invites students and parents to submit
photos for the yearbook. If you've got great photos of school and community events or you
and your friends just having fun, we'd like to see them. Our photographers can't be everywhere.
Help us get as many photos as possible to create a terri c book everyone will want to have.
Here is how you can submit photos online:
• Go to: https://images.schoolannualonline.com/login

• If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter username: 415433746
• Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload.
• Enter information about the photo and provide contact information in case the staff needs
additional information.
• Click "Upload Chosen Images".
It's that easy! Submit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is 04/30/2020.
Thank you, and enjoy the rest of the school year!
Sincerely,
Yearbook Adviser and the 2020 Yearbook Staff.

REMINDERS:
ABSENTEE CALLS: All absences must be reported directly to our dedicated attendance line by
9:30am - 973-383-3227. Kindly keep in mind this number is for Absentee Calls ONLY. If you
need to speak directly to the nurse Maureen Beckman or leave a message for her, she can be
reached at 973-383-6171 ext. 216. The nurse’s voice mail should be used for health concerns
other than attendance.
SCHOOL HOURS: The school day is 8:25 AM until 3:06 PM for all children. Whenever possible,
ALL children should be strongly encouraged to take the bus in order to ensure that they are on
time. Morning drop-off is available in the gym from 8:00-8:25 am. Any drop-off after 8:25 is at
the main entrance after the buses have unloaded.
SCHOOL VISITS: Guests are required to sign in using the LobbyGuard Security System located
in the main entrance vestibule. Guests should follow the prompts on the screen, and scan
their Driver’s License or State ID Card. Once the system processes the information, the main
o ce faculty will open the door. At that time, report to the main o ce to receive a visitor
pass.
School Attendance: Students need to be in school every day to stay on track. Teachers’ lesson
plans are carefully constructed to introduce new concepts, reinforce them with learning
activities, and then move on to new skills and ideas. When children aren’t in school they can
easily fall behind. The more days they miss, the harder it is to catch up. Families will be
contacted via a mailing after a child accumulates four unexcused absences, again when a
child accumulates ve to nine unexcused absences, and nally when the child has ten or more
unexcused absences. Letters are automatically generated by our data system. After ten
unexcused absences, if the district determines that the compulsory attendance law has been
violated, a court referral may be made, as required by district policy and New Jersey State Law
(N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.6). Please ensure that if your child is absent that you follow up with written
documentation to avoid an unexcused absence. De nitions of excused absences can be found
on the district website under the Parent Resources tab.
Bus Stop Reminder: Parents/Guardians – It is important that you are at your child’s(ren’s) bus
stop on time. If you have not signed a waiver stating that your child may be let off without

someone present, the bus will return your child to school if a designated person is not there to
receive them. As of 9/1/19, the Stocker Bus Company will charge a $50 return fee. This
charge will be incurred by the family if the bus has to return to the school with your child(ren).
Morning drop off: Morning Drop off is available in the gym from 8:00 – 8:25 a.m. Students
being dropped off cannot enter the building until 8:00 am. Any drop at 8:25 or after is at the
main entrance after all buses have unloaded. If dropping off after 8:40 you must sign your child
in at the main o ce.
AFTERNOON PICK UP: Parents will need to wait outside the gym doors and your child/children
will be brought out to you. You will be greeted at the doors by a staff member to sign out your
child/children. Once you have signed them out, a staff member will bring the students to you
at the door.
Afterschool activities pickup:
If your child is staying for any after school activity, it is your responsibility to pick up your child
at the designated time. We know that emergencies can occur, however, there is no one to
answer the switchboard after 4:00 p.m. If an emergency occurs please plan for an alternate or
emergency contact to pick your child up from the activity. All exterior building doors will be
locked for after school programs. This includes the rear door by the elevator and the gym
doors. This security measure is recommended by local law enforcement, our school security
o cers and the Stillwater Safety Committee. If your child participates in after school
clubs/events, this will impact pick up procedures.
· Pick up will ONLY take place at the main entrance of the school.
· Clubs will dismiss at their regularly scheduled time.
· Teachers will escort students to the main entrance to be released to parents/guardians.
If you will be picking up early from a club or ASLC, please notify the main o ce via green note
or email. Early pick-ups must be by 4 pm. Otherwise, the students must remain in their club or
activity until the designated dismissal time.
Signing Students Out: All students who are leaving the school building must be signed out by
a parent/guardian or authorized person. If your child will not be riding the bus home (ex:
staying for an after-school activity, or being picked up), a green bus note must be sent in that
morning to the homeroom teacher. For students attending KEEP or First Impressions, or being
picked up on a regularly SCHEDULED basis, please write that in a note (preferably on a green
bus note) including the details of child’s speci c schedule, bus route number, and a contact
person for our records. Any phone calls, or email requests regarding your child’s end of the
day dismissal must be made before 12:00pm unless it is an emergency situation. For
requests made after 12:00pm, a decision will be made by administration as to whether or not
we will be able to honor that request. Any questions, please contact Mrs. Roberts or Mrs.
Roycroft.

REAL TIME PARENT PORTAL: Please remember to login to the Real time parent portal and
update your child(ren)’s contact information if needed as well as lling out any forms for the
current school year.

Students are not to bring personal items for play into school. Various balls and equipment for
recess are provided by the school. Thank you for your cooperation.

Electronic Devices at School:
As per the Stillwater Student Code of Conduct, students are not permitted to use personal
electronic communication devices during the school day or on the school bus. It is
understood that students bring these devices to school. However, the devices must remain in
their backpack and powered off. Students are permitted to use the main o ce phone if they
need to contact their parent/guardian during the day. Students who violate this section of the
Code of Conduct for the rst time will receive a warning. Continued violation will result in
con scation of the item which will be returned to the parent only.

COMMUNITY SECTION - THE FOLLOWING ARE
NOT SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENTS:
SPRING IS HERE!
GET OUTSIDE AND SAVE OUR BUTTERFLIES AND BEES!
If you’re looking for a fun idea and some much needed fresh air, consider planting a pollinator
garden in your yard!
https://www.saveourmonarchs.org/store/p141/Pollinator_Garden_Mix_Seed_Packs.html
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Download
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PTA Spring Flower Fundraiser
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PTA TRICKY TRAY UPDATE:
The Tricky Tray is currently bring postponed until September 25th. If you have any questions
please contact Christine Bello at 973-670-5499.
Thanks for all of your support and stay well!

New Talent show date will be shared soon! Please contact Arlean Konar at
Arlean.konar@yahoo.com or Sami Lupo at samilupo@gmail.com if your child (preschool
through 6th grade) is interested in participating. Individuals and groups are encouraged to
participate.

Stillwater PTA
Please check this section of the newsletter weekly for PTA news, updates and special events*
You can also visit our websites at https://stillwatertwp.memberhub.com
ike us on Facebook: “Stillwater Twp. PTA"
2019-2020 PTA Executive Board O cers
President, Tanya O'Shea - Stillwaterptapresident@yahoo.com
Vice President, Amanda Gilmore - ptavpstillwater@yahoo.com
Treasurer, Alicia Gardner - treasurerstillwaterpta@yahoo.com
Recording Secretary, Christine Bello - stillwatertwppta@gmail.com
Corresponding Secretary, Samantha Cuff - stillwaterptacorsec@yahoo.com
Box Tops for Education update: Box Tops are moving to a completely digital format! You can
still cut out and send in any remaining paper box tops however the program is moving to a
digital format. You can download the Box Tops for Education app and scan your receipts right
from your smart phone. Please continue to support this excellent programs which has raised
over $20,000 for the PTA over the years!
Shoparoo - while you are scanning your receipts for Box Tops, don't forget to add them to the
Shoparoo app as well! This is another easy fundraiser for the PTA, all you need to do is
download the app, select Stillwater School and scan your receipts!

