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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Stillwater Families,
As we continue our remote learning for the remainder of the school year please make sure to:
Submit your child(ren)’s attendance daily
Have your child complete assignments
Communicate with your child(ren)’s teacher
We are currently making a plan for returning all student materials, collecting Chromebooks,
and 6th grade recognition ceremony. All procedures and events will comply with directives
from the State of New Jersey, Center for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Department
of Education.
Have a wonderful weekend and Happy Mother’s Day!

Sincerely,
William Kochis
Superintendent

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION
VIRTUAL MEETING
May 11, 2020
Regular Board of Education Meeting
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT IN ACCORDANCE with Public Laws 1975, Chapter 231,
known and designated as the Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA), that the Stillwater Township
Board of Education will conduct the May 11, 2020 Regular Board Meeting. Pursuant to N.J.S.A

10:4-9.1, which permits a public body during a state of emergency to provide electronic notice
for the purposes of OPMA noti cation, and it is acknowledged that the Governor declared a
state of emergency on March 9, 2020, and in accordance with his subsequent issuance of
Executive Order 107, the Stillwater Township Board of Education will conduct a remote
meeting using a virtual software platform which will allow for public participation. The
meeting agenda re ects, to the extent practicable, matters necessary for the continuing
operation of government and are related to the applicable emergency declaration pursuant to
Public Laws 2020, Chapter 11.
Monday-May 11, 2020
7:00 p.m. – Regular Board of Education Meeting
Action will be taken.
With consideration for the public during the current health crisis, the Board of Education will
virtually open the meeting to the general public and the public is invited to participate.
Information on how to access the meeting will be posted on the front page of our school
website at www.stillwaterschool.net.
During the Public Comments portion of the meeting, the moderator (host), or Board President,
will utilize the hand raising function of our virtual platform to allow public to comment.

HAPPY TEACHER APPRECIATION TO OUR
WONDERFUL TEACHERS!
Stillwater School is lucky to have such an amazing group of teachers! We want to thank them
for their level of devotion to our students and to the entire Stillwater community! Whether we
are in school or in our virtual ‘classrooms’ they continue to provide fantastic learning
opportunities and support for our students. Thank you, teachers, for all you do each and every
day!

KINDERGARTEN NEWS:
The kindergarten students continue to work hard from home. In reading they are practicing
decoding CVC words and trying to increase their reading level and stamina. In writing, the
students nished up the unit on writing "How To Books." It was fun to see all of the different
books that were written using step-by-step directions. Our kindergarten students are becoming
good teachers as well as good writers! In math, we are nishing up our unit on measuring. The
students have learned to use words like length, height, weight, capacity and attribute. They had
fun making and sharing videos comparing measurable attributes using items from around their
home! Just check out the pictures below! Of course we would also like to wish a Happy
Mother's Day to all of the moms for all that they do to enrich the lives of our Stillwater
students.

FIRST GRADE NEWS:
Miss Johnson's Class:
First grade has been working hard during our remote learning! In reader’s workshop, they
learned how to complete a book review and used Flipgrid to share their reviews with their
peers. They all love seeing their friends and teachers and enjoy sharing what they learned. In
writer’s workshop, they just nished up their shoebox-collection pieces and are now working
on opinion pieces. In science, they learned all about the plant life cycle. They are all doing
such a great job! Keep up the great work First Grade!

Mrs. Knapp's Class:
Students in rst grade are adjusting well to learning remotely. They are becoming quite the
experts at using ipgrid, google docs and google slides. We are so proud of each and every
student. The highlight of every week is a virtual Friday eld trip.. The children have traveled
from Disney World to Marineland and to the Bronx Zoo. Check in to see where we go next!

SECOND GRADE NEWS:
Second Graders would like to wish all mothers a happy Mother's Day. We are especially
grateful for our own Moms. Below are a few samples:
My mom’s name is Lorenna
My mom is as beautiful as a rose.
My mom is really good at cooking.
The best thing she cooks is Lasagna.
My favorite thing to do with my mom is gardening.
My mom is smart. She even knows everything! Every time I ask a question she answers.
I love my mom because she helps me with my work.
Happy Mother's Day, Mom
Love, Ronald
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
To Mom
You are beautiful like a rose.
You are good at coaching cheer.
My favorite thing you cook is steak.
My favorite thing to do with you mom is to play with you.
Mom, you are smart. You even know how to cook very well!
Happy Mother’s Day, Mom!
Love Lorelei
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
My mom’s name is Erika.
My mom is as beautiful as a tulip.
My mom is really good at work.
The best thing she cooks is homemade mac\cheese.
My favorite thing to do with my mom is play with her.
My mom is smart. She even knows mechanics.
I love my mom because she's my mom.
Happy Mother’s Day, Mommy!
Love, Logan
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
My mom is really good at jump rope.
The best thing she cooks is pancakes.
My favorite thing to do with my mom is snuggle.
My mom is smart. She even knows how to take care of a baby robin.
I love my mom because she takes care of me.

Happy Mother’s Day, Mommy!
Love, Ashlyn

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE SCIENCE NEWS:
Sixth grade scientists have been exploring weather concepts through lessons, videos, and
weather reports from real meteorologists. They have learned how air masses, fronts, air
pressure, precipitation, and temperature all work together to form weather each day!
Those in fth grade science combined their knowledge of freshwater conservation with their
love of engineering to design ways to save rainwater in Stillwater and use it to water plants,
wash cars, and provide drinking water to the local ecosystem. From solution to design to
improvement, they proved they are all promising engineers!

NURSE NEWS:
Please be aware that all New Jersey immunization requirements are in effect for the
upcoming school year. Parents of incoming pre-k, and kindergarten students should submit
their child's immunization record for review as soon as possible. If your child is not up to date
with immunizations, please call your doctor to schedule a well child appointment for
immunizations.
There are also immunization requirements for students entering sixth grade in the fall. One
dose of the Tdap vaccine and one dose of a meningococcal vaccine given after the 11th
birthday are required for sixth grade entry. If your child will not yet be 11 years of age on the
rst day of school, the vaccine must be given within 2 weeks of the 11th birthday.
Please continue to practice social distancing when leaving your home for medical
appointments or any reason. Adults and children over 2 years of age should also be wearing
face masks or facial covering when leaving the home.

SOCIAL WORKER NEWS:
MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH: Anxiety and COVID-19
May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Every person has mental health just as we have
physical health. Mental Health Awareness month brings attention to the importance of taking
care of our mental health, raises awareness of mental health disorders, and organizations all
over the country work to reduce stigma. The pandemic is a time of extraordinary uncertainty.
Uncertainty is often what fuels anxiety. In the wake of the pandemic, talking about mental
health has never been more important.
Coping with the pandemic has been challenging for all of us. Our daily lives have been
disrupted and managing all that comes with being a parent is even harder. To name the
obvious, parents are struggling to balance childcare, work, new onset stressors, and remote

learning. Some of the anxiety that our children may be experiencing is the anxiety that adults
inadvertently pass on. The best way to help our children feel secure is to manage our own
anxiety. Put limits on what you are reading and watching, focus on the present, engage in
mindfulness, practice self-compassion, and establish a routine that includes exercise,
nutrition, and healthy sleep.
How does anxiety look in children: In order to monitor our children’s stress and anxiety, it is
important to understand that anxiety can present in many ways.
Reassurance seeking: i.e. Are we going to be okay? Is grandma going to be okay?
Separation Anxiety: Reluctance to separate from parents.
Physical symptoms: i.e. Stomach aches and Headaches
Change in mood and irritability
Tantrums
Di culty sleeping
How we can help anxious children:
Structure the day: Have a regular wake up and bed-time routine. Make a schedule to
enhance predictability. Children thrive on structure and predictability. Consider including
tasks of daily living, alternating schoolwork, fun activities, chores, and free time. Plan for
special family time. Make sure there is time for exercise and safe options for socializing.
Avoid giving too much reassurance. Once a child begins to rely on reassurance, it will
perpetuate the need to hear it more often. Instead, help children to recognize all the things
they are doing to take care of themselves.
Model calm: Don’t share your worries with your children. If you are anxious, nd a healthy
way to ground yourself. We can provide children with the opportunity to learn new skills
by the way we handle this. Will our children walk away from this crisis being more
resilient for it or are they going to embark on a new world with fear?
Look for the positive: Perhaps your family has had more quality time together; playing
games, laughing, and nding new activities to do.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you or your child needs assistance. I will be more than
happy to discuss ways to support your child and connect you with resources. I can be reached
at Jeanne.smetana@stillwaterschool.org. There are so many resources available to help.
Family Partners of Sussex and Morris Counties provides support, education and advocacy for
families with children with mental health, emotional or behavioral challenges. Currently they
are offering several on-line support groups. Please visit their site at
http://www.familypartnersms.org/ or contact them at 973-940-3194.

ATTENTION 6TH GRADE STUDENTS/PARENTS:
Kaleidoscope (Gifted & Talented Program at KRHS) screening will be done online to determine
eligibility for the 2020-21 school year. Families, please sign up for the screening
(https://forms.gle/GwtHv3FZDT41mBXB6) and I will email you the information needed to
complete the four challenges. I ask for students to complete the assessments on their own
and without any resources. They are on their honor to do so. The assessments will be open
from May 1-May 18.
Mrs. Kolonoski

REMINDERS:
ABSENTEE CALLS: All absences must be reported directly to our dedicated attendance line by
9:30am - 973-383-3227. Kindly keep in mind this number is for Absentee Calls ONLY. If you
need to speak directly to the nurse Maureen Beckman or leave a message for her, she can be
reached at 973-383-6171 ext. 216. The nurse’s voice mail should be used for health concerns
other than attendance.
SCHOOL HOURS: The school day is 8:25 AM until 3:06 PM for all children. Whenever possible,
ALL children should be strongly encouraged to take the bus in order to ensure that they are on
time. Morning drop-off is available in the gym from 8:00-8:25 am. Any drop-off after 8:25 is at
the main entrance after the buses have unloaded.
SCHOOL VISITS: Guests are required to sign in using the LobbyGuard Security System located
in the main entrance vestibule. Guests should follow the prompts on the screen, and scan
their Driver’s License or State ID Card. Once the system processes the information, the main
o ce faculty will open the door. At that time, report to the main o ce to receive a visitor
pass.
School Attendance: Students need to be in school every day to stay on track. Teachers’ lesson
plans are carefully constructed to introduce new concepts, reinforce them with learning
activities, and then move on to new skills and ideas. When children aren’t in school they can
easily fall behind. The more days they miss, the harder it is to catch up. Families will be
contacted via a mailing after a child accumulates four unexcused absences, again when a
child accumulates ve to nine unexcused absences, and nally when the child has ten or more
unexcused absences. Letters are automatically generated by our data system. After ten
unexcused absences, if the district determines that the compulsory attendance law has been
violated, a court referral may be made, as required by district policy and New Jersey State Law
(N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.6). Please ensure that if your child is absent that you follow up with written
documentation to avoid an unexcused absence. De nitions of excused absences can be found
on the district website under the Parent Resources tab.
Bus Stop Reminder: Parents/Guardians – It is important that you are at your child’s(ren’s) bus
stop on time. If you have not signed a waiver stating that your child may be let off without
someone present, the bus will return your child to school if a designated person is not there to
receive them. As of 9/1/19, the Stocker Bus Company will charge a $50 return fee. This
charge will be incurred by the family if the bus has to return to the school with your child(ren).
Morning drop off: Morning Drop off is available in the gym from 8:00 – 8:25 a.m. Students
being dropped off cannot enter the building until 8:00 am. Any drop at 8:25 or after is at the
main entrance after all buses have unloaded. If dropping off after 8:40 you must sign your child
in at the main o ce.
AFTERNOON PICK UP: Parents will need to wait outside the gym doors and your child/children
will be brought out to you. You will be greeted at the doors by a staff member to sign out your
child/children. Once you have signed them out, a staff member will bring the students to you
at the door.

Afterschool activities pickup:
If your child is staying for any after school activity, it is your responsibility to pick up your child
at the designated time. We know that emergencies can occur, however, there is no one to
answer the switchboard after 4:00 p.m. If an emergency occurs please plan for an alternate or
emergency contact to pick your child up from the activity. All exterior building doors will be
locked for after school programs. This includes the rear door by the elevator and the gym
doors. This security measure is recommended by local law enforcement, our school security
o cers and the Stillwater Safety Committee. If your child participates in after school
clubs/events, this will impact pick up procedures.
· Pick up will ONLY take place at the main entrance of the school.
· Clubs will dismiss at their regularly scheduled time.
· Teachers will escort students to the main entrance to be released to parents/guardians.
If you will be picking up early from a club or ASLC, please notify the main o ce via green note
or email. Early pick-ups must be by 4 pm. Otherwise, the students must remain in their club or
activity until the designated dismissal time.
Signing Students Out: All students who are leaving the school building must be signed out by
a parent/guardian or authorized person. If your child will not be riding the bus home (ex:
staying for an after-school activity, or being picked up), a green bus note must be sent in that
morning to the homeroom teacher. For students attending KEEP or First Impressions, or being
picked up on a regularly SCHEDULED basis, please write that in a note (preferably on a green
bus note) including the details of child’s speci c schedule, bus route number, and a contact
person for our records. Any phone calls, or email requests regarding your child’s end of the
day dismissal must be made before 12:00pm unless it is an emergency situation. For
requests made after 12:00pm, a decision will be made by administration as to whether or not
we will be able to honor that request. Any questions, please contact Mrs. Roberts or Mrs.
Roycroft.

REAL TIME PARENT PORTAL: Please remember to login to the Real time parent portal and
update your child(ren)’s contact information if needed as well as lling out any forms for the
current school year.
Students are not to bring personal items for play into school. Various balls and equipment for
recess are provided by the school. Thank you for your cooperation.

Electronic Devices at School:
As per the Stillwater Student Code of Conduct, students are not permitted to use personal
electronic communication devices during the school day or on the school bus. It is
understood that students bring these devices to school. However, the devices must remain in
their backpack and powered off. Students are permitted to use the main o ce phone if they
need to contact their parent/guardian during the day. Students who violate this section of the
Code of Conduct for the rst time will receive a warning. Continued violation will result in
con scation of the item which will be returned to the parent only.

COMMUNITY SECTION - THE FOLLOWING ARE
NOT SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENTS:
FAIRVIEW LAKE YMCA FOOD DISTRIBUTION
PROGRAM:
Food Distribution Program that will be happening on Friday May 8th at Fairview Lake YMCA
Camps from 4-6pm.
The link is below, and contains all of the speci cs:
https://mailchi.mp/e80d9690bce9/fvlfood

QUADRANT-TEEN-ED CONTEST:
With the most recent announcement that New Jersey schools will be closed for the remainder
of the year, now more than ever our NJ youth need to know they’re not alone! Check out this
great opportunity for New Jersey High School Students to connect with others by sending
messages of hope and support through pictures, songs, videos and more! Please share this
opportunity with all high school students that you work with throughout Sussex County, let’s
show them all our high school youth have to say! ~Thank you for the CFPC School Health
Team

pdf
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Strength for Change
Food Bank Directory
At Strength for Change we will remain steadfast in supporting our clients and communities
through these challenging times. In addition to keeping our practice open for in-o ce and
teletherapy sessions, we will continue to support school districts and other community
organizations by sharing resources and providing a variety of support services.
Below you will

nd detailed information on food banks within each county listed. We

researched and generated this information ourselves and, to the best of our knowledge,
believe it to be current and reliable. Please pass it along to anyone who may bene t from this
resource.
Click Your County For Information:

It is important to contact selected food banks and con rm the availability and hours of their
services.
Warren County
Sussex County
Bergen County
Morris County
Passaic County

SPRING IS HERE!
GET OUTSIDE AND SAVE OUR BUTTERFLIES AND BEES!
If you’re looking for a fun idea and some much needed fresh air, consider planting a pollinator
garden in your yard!
https://www.saveourmonarchs.org/store/p141/Pollinator_Garden_Mix_Seed_Packs.html

Atlantic Health System Information
pdf

Re: EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE DURING THE CORONAVIRUS
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PTA INFORMATION:
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PTA Spring Flower Fundraiser

Download
101.5 KB

PTA TRICKY TRAY UPDATE:
The Tricky Tray is currently bring postponed until September 25th. If you have any questions
please contact Christine Bello at 973-670-5499.
Thanks for all of your support and stay well!

New Talent show date will be shared soon! Please contact Arlean Konar at
Arlean.konar@yahoo.com or Sami Lupo at samilupo@gmail.com if your child (preschool
through 6th grade) is interested in participating. Individuals and groups are encouraged to
participate.

Stillwater PTA
Please check this section of the newsletter weekly for PTA news, updates and special events*
You can also visit our websites at https://stillwatertwp.memberhub.com
ike us on Facebook: “Stillwater Twp. PTA"
2019-2020 PTA Executive Board O cers
President, Tanya O'Shea - Stillwaterptapresident@yahoo.com
Vice President, Amanda Gilmore - ptavpstillwater@yahoo.com
Treasurer, Alicia Gardner - treasurerstillwaterpta@yahoo.com
Recording Secretary, Christine Bello - stillwatertwppta@gmail.com
Corresponding Secretary, Samantha Cuff - stillwaterptacorsec@yahoo.com
Box Tops for Education update: Box Tops are moving to a completely digital format! You can
still cut out and send in any remaining paper box tops however the program is moving to a
digital format. You can download the Box Tops for Education app and scan your receipts right
from your smart phone. Please continue to support this excellent programs which has raised
over $20,000 for the PTA over the years!
Shoparoo - while you are scanning your receipts for Box Tops, don't forget to add them to the
Shoparoo app as well! This is another easy fundraiser for the PTA, all you need to do is
download the app, select Stillwater School and scan your receipts!

